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Overheard:  “How large is Ireland?” asked a passenger boarding an 
outbound flight.  

The flight attendant replied in her honest-to-goodness Irish 
brogue, “It’s about the size of Indiana.”   

On the flip side to her response, we would have answered that 
Indiana is about the size of fellow state, Virginia. 

We definitely would have added that it 
is located in the middle of the U.S., with 14 
interstates racing between the state lines. 
Indiana is just plain easy to get to and just 
plain hard to leave.  

Each year Group Tour staffs the Indiana 
Media Marketplace. Without fail, whoever 
represents our team always wants to stay 
on. On a 2015 trip to Bloomington, we did 
just that. David Hoekman, managing editor 
for Group Tour Northeastern magazine, and 
I attended a travel conference and then 
headed out on separate research trips. 

When outlining the Group Tour Indiana 
2017 Group Travel Guide, we realized that the 
two of us have visited each of the six state 
regions. All was big fun and a big help in 
identifying “Hot Spots” for groups to discover 
in Indiana. 
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visit 
InDIana
      Become a

It’s easy to understand why visitors 
fall in love with the nation’s 19th 

state. Indiana’s Hoosiers wouldn’t 
have it any other way. They are 

proud to share their history, heritage, 
foodstuffs, cultural icons and “Only 

in Indiana” attractions. Sharing is part 
and parcel of Hoosier hospitality.

Hoosier at Heart!

indiana dunes national lakeshore

the Farm at Prophetstown, battle ground
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only in Indiana can race enthusiasts thrill to the 
thunderous roar of powerful engines at the largest 
single-day sporting event in the world — Indy 500 

at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Only at the Indianapolis 
Zoo can groups catch a glimpse of baby orangutan Mila 
clinging to her mother or be amazed by patriarch Azy 
completing computer challenges at the Orangutan Center.

At Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, toes can wiggle in 
the sand. In Parke County, photographers can capture the 

beauty of 31 covered 
bridges. At Amish Acres 
in Nappanee, simple 
pleasures of Amish life 
are shared. At Indiana 
University’s Lilly Library 
in Bloomington, a 
chestnut-colored lock 
of hair that Edgar 
Allan Poe gave to 
his sweetheart is 
preserved for view. 

These stories and others permeate throughout Indiana, 
from north to south and east to west. In Spencer County, 
groups can follow Abraham Lincoln’s childhood footsteps 
and visit the grave of his beloved mother.

At the Levi Coffin House in Fountain City, runaway slave 
Eliza Harris and her child sought shelter and were helped 
to freedom on the Underground Railroad. Years later, 
Coffin learned that Harris was the real woman in the Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin book who crossed the Ohio River on drifting 
ice with her child in her arms.

In West Baden and French Lick, two sister resorts stand as 
testaments to a glorious past and to the Cook family who 
saved them from sinking into ruin. 

Only in Indiana can a group walk out of a church designed 
by Eliel Saarinen, pass a Henry Moore sculpture and enter 
a library designed by I.M. Pei. No small town — and few big 
cities — can match the architecture in Columbus, Indiana. 
It is sixth in the nation for architectural innovation with 
more than 70 buildings designed by the world’s greatest 
architects. 

Make 2017 the year to visit Indiana, see the sights and hear 
a few stories. By the time the group returns home, they 
too will be Hoosiers at heart. S

      Become a

Hoosier at Heart!

baby orangutan, indianapolis Zoo,  
indianapolis

levi coffin house, Fountain city

lincoln city

indianapolis 500, indianapolis motor 
speedway, indianapolis

West baden springs resort, 

French lick

2017 Group Tour Guide 9



1-11 NORTH INDIANA

on tours across North Indiana, it’s possible to climb the soaring 
sand dunes of Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and Indiana 
Dunes State Park, visit the University of Notre Dame campus near 

South Bend, experience the lives of the Amish in Elkhart and LaGrange 
counties and learn about dairy and hog farming at Fair Oaks Farms in 
Fair Oaks. 

Step back 2,000 years at the Shrine of Christ’s Passion in St. John, 
taste-test the gummies and candy on a tour at Albanese Candy Factory in 
Merrillville, and visit an outdoor landscape and a model train garden at 
Taltree Arboretum & Gardens in Valparaiso.

For the finest in classic American musicals, new plays and comedies, 
head to Theatre at the Center, a year-round professional theater at The 
Center for Visual and Performing Arts in Munster. S

tAKE iN 
nORTh 
InDIana’s 
divErsitY

The varied attractions 
and destinations in North 
Indiana make the region 

an endearing location  
for group travelers.

amish country Family style dinner

blue gate restaurant, shipshewana

Fair oaks Farm, Fair oaks
lighthouse,  
michigan city

nORTh
InDIana
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Fair oaks Farm, Fair oaks

Heritage Trail Pieces Together 
Quilt Theme for Amish Country

Located along the Heritage Trail 
in northern Indiana, the annual Quilt 
Gardens are viewable May 30–Oct. 1. 
The trail includes 19 gardens planted 
in the shape of a quilt pattern plus 
hand-painted quilt murals in seven 
communities. 

Day One
See rare historic 

quilts inside the 
elkhart county 
historical museum’s 
archives while 
visiting the first 
quilt garden. 
Then, sample 
Indiana’s 
signature wine, 
Traminette, 
inside the Fruit 
hills Winery.

In the 
evening, enjoy 
a family-
style feast at 
middlebury’s 
das dutchman essenhaus, which 
offers overnight packages perfect for a 
group stay. Enjoy the large quilt garden 
and mural during the visit and shop at 
the village shops.

Day Two
After breakfast, join a master 

gardener on an official Quilt Gardens 
tour. Begin with a “make and 
take” fabric flower project at the 

Pumpkinvine Quilt & Fabric shop. 

In Wakarusa, groups visit its quilt 
garden and the Wakarusa dime store, 
famous for its jumbo jellybeans. 

For lunch, stop at nelson’s golden 
glow port-a-pit chicken.

In Nappanee, 
meet a local 
ambassador for 
an insider’s tour 
of the gardens 
and murals 
that highlight 
historic buildings 
including the 
nappanee 
center, which 
displays hand-

stitched quilts. 

Learn about the 
Amish on a tour of 
the Old Order Amish 
farmstead at amish 
acres. Catch a glimpse 
of the Blue Bird Thing 
mural, a reference in 

the musical Plain and Fancy at the 
round barn theatre where dinner and 
a show are planned.

Day Three
Begin at the elkhart county visitors 

center for an overview of the Quilt 
Gardens Tour. 

Visit Wellfield botanic gardens 
and ruthmere, a beaux-arts mansion 
that boasts a quilt garden outside and 

go
Elkhart County

see
Amish Acres
800-800-4942 
amishacres.com

Ruthmere
888-287-7696 | ruthmere.org

ask
Elkhart County  
Convention  
& Visitors Bureau
800-262-8161 
amishcountrytours.org

Welcoming groups to Indiana and Amish Country is my passion! 
Nothing gives me more joy than to help provide insider tips, behind-

the-scenes suggestions and tour planning assistance to planners from all 
around the world. Whether it be for a quick stopover, a 
day trip or a multi-night stay, going above and beyond to 
create memorable experiences is my motto!

sonya l. nash, ctis, ctP
Amish Country of Northern Indiana, Quilt Gardens Project Manager
Director of Destination Experiences, Elkhart County CVB

ruthmere, elkhart

amish acres,  
nappanee Quilt gardens,  

elkhart county

Rodin and Tiffany leaded glass inside. 

Box lunches are on the menu 
at the garden café at linton’s 
enchanted gardens, which includes a 
25,000-square-foot gift shop, a quilt 
garden and other themed gardens.  

Drive to Middlebury to visit the quilt 
gardens at dutch country market 
and The Tulip Tree. Explore the krider 
World’s Fair garden Park.  

Experiences continue at the Yoder 
family home as they prepare and serve 
an Amish dinner. After dinner, quilt 
historian Rebecca Haarer opens her 
“trunk” of vintage Amish quilts. 

Day Four
Sign up for a brown bag backroads 

tour, which includes the area’s history 
and the customs of the Amish. Enjoy 
free time shopping at Amish shops. S
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University of Notre Dame1

3

Groups are drawn to the South Bend campus for 
its natural beauty and unique landmarks. Start 
with an introductory video at the Eck Visitors 
Center. Next, explore the campus with a student 
guide expert from Visit South Bend/Mishawaka 
to see the university’s expansive quadrangles, 
landscaped grounds and highlights such as the 
Golden Dome, Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Grotto 
of Our Lady of Lourdes and Notre Dame Stadium.
574-631-5726  |  tour.nd.edu

The South Bend Chocolate Company

2

Broken Wagon Bison
On a wagon tour, a group can safely 
encounter a herd of more than 70 American 
bison, including newborn calves at the 
Hobart farm. Group tours are available 
from June through September and must be 
scheduled in advance. Bison meat products, 
leather goods and gifts can be purchased.
219-759-3523  |  brokenwagonbison.com

Studebaker National Museum
With 55,000 square feet and three levels, the museum has 
plenty of space to display its one-of-a-kind collection of vehicles, 
artwork, artifacts and presidential carriages. The museum in 
South Bend opened in 2005 to celebrate a company that got its 
start by making carriages in a blacksmith shop. At the turn of the 
20th century, the company began making electric automobiles. 
It also produced World War II amphibious vehicles and iconic 
cars of the 1950s and ’60s.
574-235-9714  |  studebakermuseum.org

The History  
Museum
St. Joseph County’s historical 
society operates several sites in 
and around South Bend. Visit a 
mansion once home to industrialist 
J.D. Oliver; a Worker’s Home, 
reflecting a Polish immigrant family 
from the 1930s; and changing 
exhibits, including the history of 
the University of Notre Dame.
574-235-9664
historymuseumsb.org

5
4

The company began in 1991 with three products crafted under a 
license from the University of Notre Dame: Rockne, Nuts for ND 
and the Domer. The chocolatier now creates more than 500 tasty 
treats. Tours of the South Bend location depart at the top of the 
hour; the basic tour takes 20 minutes and provides an overview 
of operations. Those with a sweet tooth will enjoy upgrading to 
the Inside Scoop Tour, which lasts 30 minutes.
574-233-2577  |  sbchocolate.com

nORTh
InDIana
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7

9Chapel of the  
Resurrection
Located on the Valparaiso 
University Campus, the Chapel of 
the Resurrection is the country’s 
largest collegiate chapel. Groups 
can take a guided tour and view the 
94-foot-high Munderloh stained-
glass windows and the freestanding 
Brandt Campanile (clock/bell tower) 
that houses 12 bronze bells.
219-464-5093  |  valpo.edu/chapel

10

Amish Country of Northern Indiana-Elkhart  
County Convention & Visitors Bureau 

574-262-8161 | Amishcountrytours.org

Kosciusko County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
574-269-6090 | koscvb.org

Shipshewana/La Grange County 
 Convention & Visitors Bureau 

800-254-8090 | visitshipshewana.org

South Shore Indiana Convention & Visitors Authority 
219-989-7979 | southshorecva.com

Groups can learn all about 
the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore at the Indiana 
Dunes Visitors Center in Porter. 
Chat with rangers and watch 
two informational videos on the wonders of the dunes. An exhibit 
hall features Indiana Dunes artwork from the Artist-in-Residence 
program, wildlife displays and interactive exhibits. Indiana Dunes 
State Park has trails, a large lakefront beach and a nature center.
800-283-8687  |  indianadunes.com

Indiana Dunes 
Visitor Center 

Taltree Arboretum 
& Gardens

6
At the museum, located on the Valparaiso University 
campus, groups may arrange a docent-led tour, bring 
their own guide or browse on their own. Upcoming 
exhibitions include “Botanical Lore, Legend and 

Transformation: Works by Jon Hook and Andrea Peterson” and 
the “The Art of Ernst Schwidder” from April 11 to May 14, 2017, 
and “New Acquisitions” and “Duneland on Display: Works by 
the Duneland Plein Air Painters” from May 19 to Aug. 6, 2017. 
For a complete list of upcoming exhibitions, visit the museum’s 
website. All groups of 10 or more must register in advance.
219-465-7926  |  valpo.edu/artmuseum

The more than 300 acres of 
woodland, wetland and prairie 
walking trails, native wildflowers, 
scenic waterfronts and formal 
gardens at Taltree Arboretum in 
Valparaiso make it a great place to enjoy diverse 
landscapes. Docent-led group day hikes and night 
hikes are available by reservation at least one month 
in advance of hike date. A minimum of 15 people is 
needed for a guided hike.
219-462-0025  |  taltree.org

The winery in Valparaiso specializes in 
light, fruity wines produced from fruit and 
grapes grown in the Midwest. Groups can take 
a wagon tour through the vineyards to see 
more than 40 acres of rolling hills and grapes. 
On cellar tours, groups discover the art of 
winemaking while sampling. Group picnics can 
be arranged. Groups of 10 or more are asked to 
call in advance to schedule a visit.
219-464-4936  |  andersonswinery.com

Anderson’s  
Vineyard & 
Winery

nORTh
InDIana

Brauer Museum of Art

8
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11-22 EAsT INDIANA

several museums in the Auburn area trace transportation 
heritage, including the Auburn Cord Duesenberg 
Automobile Museum. Muncie boasts the National Model 

Aviation Museum.

Art is alive and well in East Indiana. Tours at Kokomo Opalescent 
Glass show how the company produces art sheet glass. The Marilyn 
K. Glick Center for Glass at Ball State University in Muncie includes 
a glass arts studio. The center’s front atrium is open, and groups can 
often see artists at work in the hot shop.

Go behind the scenes at Gaither Family Resources in Alexandria 
to see the studio where gospel music artists Gloria and Bill Gaither 
record their albums. Don’t forget to visit the gift shop.

Fort Wayne, Indiana’s second-largest city, is home to Vera 
Bradley, the world-renowned designer of stylish quilted handbags, 
luggage and accessories. Groups can shop in the elegant Vera 
Bradley retail store at Jefferson Pointe Shopping Center and at  
the annual Outlet Sale each spring. S

easT  
InDIana The varied attractions 

and destinations in East 
Indiana make it easy 
to build group tour 

itineraries in the region.

Jefferson Pointe, Fort Wayne

DeBrand Chocolates,  
Fort Wayne

HEritAgE, Arts  
& sHoppiNg ArE 
EAsY to FiNd iN

easT
InDIana
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Take Time for a Girlfriend  
Getaway in Fort Wayne
What makes Fort Wayne the perfect 

tour destination? 

According to staff members at visit 
Fort Wayne, the city offers many 
unique and affordable one-, two- and 
three-day experiential tours, with 
behind-the-scenes and hands-on 
stops at factory stores, outlet shops, 
museums and attractions. 

This girlfriend getaway itinerary from 
Visit Fort Wayne is a favorite among 
visitors. 

Chocolate
Start the weekend off right with a 

trip to one of Fort Wayne’s debrand 
Fine chocolates locations. This world-
renowned chocolatier offers small 
bites, decadent desserts and several 
stores throughout the community. Take 
the tour to see what happens behind 
the scenes and enjoy the samples. 

Wine
Northeast Indiana is home to many 

new wineries that girlfriends will 
love. Plan a trip using the Wineries of 
Indiana’s Northeast guide.

The two closest wineries to Fort 
Wayne are country heritage Winery 
& vineyard to the north and two ee’s 
Winery to the west. 

country heritage encourages 
visitors to enjoy up to five free tastings. 
Then savor a selection under its gazebo 
or while sitting and rocking on the 
front porch.

two ee’s Winery sits at the bottom 
of its vineyard, where a tasting room 
combines simple elegance with a full 
view of the production room. Guests 
can overlook the vineyard as they 
peruse wine selections and freely enjoy 
the 40-acre grounds.

 Shopping
Of course, no girlfriend getaway 

would be complete without a healthy 
dose of retail therapy. 

Jefferson Pointe is more than just a 
shopping destination; it’s a shopping 
experience. Jefferson Pointe is an 
outdoor lifestyle shopping center 
with upscale stores such as Williams 
Sonoma, Ann Taylor, Vera Bradley and 
Talbots. 

glenbrook square is the largest 
shopping mall in Indiana. Shop at 
Macy’s, Carson’s, Banana Republic, 
Build-A-Bear and many other stores.

Visit Fort Wayne offers unique local 
shopping suggestions on its website. 

go
Fort Wayne

see
DeBrand Fine  
Chocolates
260-969-8333 | debrand.com

sip 
Country Heritage  
Winery & Vineyard
260-637-2980
countryheritagewinery.com

Two EE’s Winery
260-672-2000 | twoees.com

shop
Glenbrook Square 
260-483-2119
glenbrooksquare.com

Jefferson Pointe
260-459-1160
jeffersonshopping.com

ask
Visit Fort Wayne
800-767-7752 
visitfortwayne.com

Fort Wayne is excited to 
welcome group tours to 

Indiana’s second-largest city! Our 
charming city offers experiences that 
you can’t find anywhere else, and 
will provide memories that will last a 
lifetime. Fort Wayne embraces tour 
groups and welcomes them with 

our famous Hoosier 
hospitality!

John Felts
Marketing and  
Communications Specialist
Visit Fort Wayne

country heritage Winery 
& vineyard, laotto

vera bradley outlet sale, Fort Wayne

Jefferson Pointe, Fort Wayne

country heritage Winery & vineyard, 
laotto

More to do 
Add a visit to a Fort Wayne spa, 

unique boutique or perhaps a live 
performance. Then, top off the evening 
with a great dinner with the girls and 
a comfortable overnight stay in one of 
Fort Wayne’s great — and affordable 
— hotels.

Trying to decide which weekend to 
come? Check out Visit Fort Wayne’s 
calendar of events for fun itinerary 
additions. Or plan to come during the 
world-renowned vera bradley outlet 
sale, where there are savings of 40 to 
75 percent off retail prices. The 2017 
sale is April 19–23. S
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easT

InDIana

J&J Winery 
& Cafe
Find a taste 
of Tuscany 
in eastern 
Indiana at 

J&J in Richmond. Its 
2-acre pond and 4 
acres of wooded trails 
make an enchanting 
backdrop as groups 
enjoy a variety of red, 
white and dessert 
wines. J&J’s cafe menu 
features appetizers, 
pasta and wood-fired pizzas with 
creative ingredients. Also check out 
Noble Order Brewing, which offers a 
tasty selection of craft beers.
765-965-9463  |  jjwinery.com

Circus greats, colorful posters, wagons, 
models and exhibits deliver the magic of 
the circus at the former Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus Winter Quarters, located 3 miles east 
of Peru. The International Circus Hall of Fame 
and Museum is only open in the summer. 
In July, professional circus stars provide 
laughter and thrills for audiences daily.
800-771-0241  |  circushof.com

Grissom Air Museum
Located near Peru, the museum preserves the military 
aviation history of the Bunker Hill/Grissom Air Force Base 
and the United States Naval Training Station at Bunker 
Hill. Stand close to legendary American aircraft, sit in 
a cockpit and learn the basics of flight and navigation. 
Climb the 5-story alert tower for a bird’s-eye view of the 

historic planes. Stories and 
information from volunteer 
guides help bring the 
displays and aircraft to life.
574-398-1451  
grissomairmuseum.com

13

14Cole Porter  
Festival
Composer and song- 
writer Cole Porter  
was born in Peru on June 9, 1891. 
Among his many hits: “I Get a Kick 
Out of You,” “I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin” and “You’re the Top.” The Cole 
Porter Festival is held each year on 
the weekend nearest Porter’s birthday 
and includes music, presentations 
and tours of Porter sites. Visit the 
Miami County Museum to see Porter’s 
restored 1955 Cadillac Fleetwood. 
Many of Porter’s personal household 
objects are in the museum’s collection.
info@coleporterfestival.org
coleporterfestival.org

International  
Circus Hall of 
Fame & Museum12

mailto:info@coleporterfestival.org
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15 Warm Glow Candle Co. Store 
Warm Glow provides 11,000 
square feet of illuminating 
bliss in Centerville. It 
features more than 70 
sensational candle scents, 
home decor, gift baskets and 
bath and body products. 
Visitors also can grab a 
snack at the Stone Hearth 
Cafe. And don’t forget to 
stop at The Watering Can 
garden store next door.
765-855-2000
warmglowstore.com

14

Vera Bradley Outlet Sale
April 19-23, 201716

The Vera Bradley Outlet Sale at the Allen County War Memorial 
Coliseum is one of Fort Wayne’s most popular events. For five 
days, more than 65,000 shoppers attend the sale looking to 
purchase handbags, luggage, stationery and accessories at 
discounts of 40–60 percent. Tickets for bus groups are sold 
separately, beginning in February 2017.
260-483-1111, ext. 0
memorialcoliseum.com  |  verabradley.com  |  visitfortwayne.com
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Miami County Tourism Bureau 
765-472-1923  |  enjoymiamicounty.com

Richmond / Wayne County IN Convention  
and Visitors Bureau 

765-935-8687 |  visitrichmond.org

Visit Fort Wayne  
260-424-3700  |  visitfortwayne.com

Circus City Festival
July 11-22, 2017

20

21
Beginning the third week in 
July, Peru is transformed into an 
amusement park full of rides, 
games, food and entertainment. 
Watch a fun circus performance, 
eat a great meal and take 
in local entertainment, arts 
and crafts, games and rides. 
The festival celebrates the area’s heritage, when 
circuses spent the winter near Peru. Circus City 
Festival Museum, located in the Circus City Center, 
is packed with photos, miniatures, displays and 
costumes from circuses past. 
765-472-3918  |  peruamateurcircus.com

18
43rd Annual Johnny  
Appleseed Festival
September 16-17, 2017
The Johnny Appleseed Festival in Fort Wayne celebrates the 
life of John Chapman, aka Johnny Appleseed. The two-day 
event kicks off the beginning of fall, when more than 100,000 
people enjoy food, demonstrations, crafts, antiques, roving 
entertainment, military reenactments and farmers markets.
260-427-6003  |  johnnyappleseedfest.com
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Keep smartphones and cameras handy in Parke County as 
covered bridges dot the landscape. There are 31 in the 
county; each provides a draw for the annual October Parke 

County Covered Bridge Festival. Putnam County’s nine covered 
bridges were built between 1880 and 1922. 

In the Lafayette-West Lafayette area, groups can tour Subaru 
Indiana Automotive to see how the Impreza, Outback and Legacy 
models are made. See the Wabash and Erie Canal from the vantage 
of a canal boat. Step ashore to stroll the Purdue University campus.

For the story of one of America’s oldest brands, visit The 
Clabber Girl Bake Shop & Museum, Terre Haute. Tours often 
include a cooking demonstration.

In Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, walk the same grounds where 
Saint Mother Theodore Guerin overcame struggles to establish 
the Sisters of Providence. Visit two shrines, hers and the National 
Shrine for Our Lady of Providence. S

  

wesT InDIana
West Indiana is a region 
where group tours can 

keep a relaxed pace and 
encounter true Hoosier 

experiences. 

Wea creek orchard, lafayette

celery bog nature area, West lafayette

hunters moon,  
West lafayette

tAKE it 
EAsY iN

wesT
InDIana
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Take the Crazy Critter Tour in 
Lafayette-West Lafayette
Many tours in and around the cities 

of Lafayette and West Lafayette 
are perfect for groups interested in 
observing nature and natural settings.

Ashley Gregory, director of sales for 
visit lafayette-West lafayette, shared 
this three-day itinerary.

Day One
9:30–10:30 a.m. - Tour the rdm 

aquaculture shrimp division to learn 
how saltwater shrimp are raised.

11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. - Eat lunch at 
route 66 diner.

1–2:15 p.m. - Mosey through the trails 
at celery bog nature area or stop by 
the lilly nature center.

2:30-4:30 p.m. - Tour the Farm at 
Prophetstown in Battle Ground to learn 
how Native Americans lived, see the 
animals at the farm and help out with 
the daily chores. It is a real working 
farm and is used as a training farm 
for sustainable agriculture, gardening 
and canning, as well as farm-to-table 
cooking, sewing and quilting.

5–5:30 p.m. - Check in at a local hotel.

5:45–7 p.m. - Enjoy dinner at bruno’s 
italian restaurant. Famous for Bruno 
dough and hand-tossed pizza, Bruno’s 
also specializes in Swiss, German, and 
Italian dishes.

7:30–9 p.m. - Learn how to howl 
with the wolves at Wolf Park, a 
nonprofit education and research 
facility dedicated to the conservation 
of wolves. Along with research and 
seminars on wolf behavior, Wolf Park 
provides interpretive programs to 
groups throughout the year by pre-
arrangement. 

go
Battle Ground,  
Fair Oaks, Lafayette  
and West Lafayette

see
Celery Bog Nature Area
westlafayette.in.gov

Columbian Park Zoo
765-807-1540 
columbianparkzoo.org

Exploration Acres
765-296-2863
explorationacres.com

Wolf Park
765-567-2265 | wolfpark.org

Wea Creek Orchard
765-807-6142
weacreekorchard.com

ask
Visit Lafayette- 
West Lafayette
800-872-6648
homeofpurdue.com

Home of Purdue University, Lafayette-West Lafayette, Indiana, 
is always buzzing with fun things to do! Delight in year-round 

attractions such as Wolf Park, Haan Mansion Museum of Indiana 
Art, Subaru of Indiana Automotive and the Tippecanoe Battlefield. 
Interesting annual events and festivals such as Farmers Markets, Purdue 

Spring Fest and Bug Bowl, Feast of the Hunters’ Moon, 
Purdue Christmas Show and others will keep your group 
entertained with laughter and fun!”

ashley gregory
Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette 
Director of Sales

Wolf, Wolf Park,  
battle ground

Day Two
10–11:30 a.m. - Explore one of 

Indiana’s oldest zoos, columbian Park 
Zoo.

Noon–1:15 p.m. - Have lunch at Jane’s 
gourmet deli, dedicated to providing 
fresh, locally sourced gourmet foods.

1:30–3 p.m. - Pick locally grown fruit 
at Wea creek orchard.

3:30–4:30 p.m. - Tour tippco Fish 
Farm to learn about raising tilapia.

5–5:45 p.m. - Relax at the hotel.

6–7:30 p.m. - Dine at lafayette 
brewing co.

8–11 p.m. - Roast marshmallows 
at the group’s private fire pit at 
exploration acres and explore the 18-
acre corn maze.

Day Three
9:30 a.m.–1:30/2 p.m. (Central time) 

- Take the Dairy Adventure Tour at Fair 
oaks Farms. The tour includes a visit 
to the birthing barn, education about 
how to make milk and a bus tour. A 
30-minute lunch is included.

Depart for home.

Extend the tour
Purdue spring Fest and bug bowl 

would pair well with this tour as an 
option to extend the trip. Future Spring 
Fest dates are April 8–9, 2017, and April 
14–16, 2018. S

historic Prophetstown,  
West lafayette
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Interactive exhibits and displays at the Wabash & Erie 
Canal Center & Museum recount the creation of the 
longest canal on the continent. Located in Canal Park 
in Delphi, along a section of restored canal, the center 
provides a glimpse of life in the canal era of the 1850s 
and how the canal affected Indiana during the 30 years 
it was in operation. Guided tours of the pioneer village at 
Canal Park are available. Some trails and roads in Canal 
Park were once the towpaths used by mules and horses 
pulling canal boats. Those and other trails running through 
the park are part of historic Delphi’s 10-mile trail system, 
perfect for hiking, biking and bird watching. Groups can 
arrange a ride on Delphi, a replica of a 19th-century canal 
boat. Guides share adventures and tales of life 150 years 
ago on the Wabash & Erie Canal.
765-564-2870 | wabashanderiecanal.org

Learn about glassblowing at 
Inspired Fire Studio & Gallery 
in Lafayette. Demonstrations 
show how to blow a glass 
ornament, create glass beads 
and small sculptures. Schedule 
times vary and can be tailored 
to groups both large and small. 
Gallery tours are also available.
765-474-1981
inspiredfire.com

Headquartered in Terre Haute, Clabber Girl 
Corporation manufactures baking powder, 
cornstarch, baking soda, coffee, gelatin, 
mousse, puddings and encapsulation 
ingredients. Groups can learn about the 
company, the history of Terre Haute and the 
evolution of American baking on a guided 
tour of the museum. A variety of tour 
packages are available and can include meals 
prepared by the Clabber Girl Bake Shop, as 
well as a cooking demonstration.
812-232-9446  |  clabbergirl.com

Inspired Fire 
Glass Studio 
& Gallery

24

22

Wabash & Erie Canal  
Interpretive Center & Museum

Clabber Girl Museum  
& Bake Shop

23
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Indiana Zipline Tours
Groups can soar through the sky with Indiana 
Zipline Tours in Crawfordsville. There are eight zip 
lines, a swinging bridge, scenic walks and the state’s 
only four suspended platforms in the trees. The zip 
lines range from 150 to 2,000 feet long, and the 
adventure takes about two hours. The Night Flight 
Zipline Tour allows groups to soar over a mile in 
the dark. Discounts are available for groups of 10 
or more. Indiana Zipline Tours can accommodate 
groups of 100-plus.
765-866-0006 | indianaziplinetours.com

Ropkey  
Armor  
Museum
The Ropkey 
Armor Museum 
in Crawfordsville 
presents one 
of the finest 
collections of United States tactical military vehicles in the 
country. Vehicles of different types and ages are on display, 
including an M3A1 scout car, several World War II-era Sherman 
tanks and a modern-day M109 155mm self-propelled howitzer. 
Many of the vehicles have been restored to like-new condition. 
The museum is open for tours March through December.
765-794-0238 | ropkeyarmormuseum.com

Located in West Lafayette, the John and Catherine 
Christian House is one of the most complete Frank Lloyd 
Wright homes in the United States. Commonly known 
as SAMARA, the home allows visitors the opportunity 
to experience Wright’s fully realized Usonian design. 
SAMARA, named for the winged seeds found in pine 
cones, was completed in 1956 near the end of the 
architect’s career. The 2,200-square-foot SAMARA was 
designated as a National Historic Landmark in 2015. 
Reservations must be made in advance to visit the house.
765-409-5522 | samara-house.org

Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s SAMARA
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Lane Place
The Greek revival mansion in Crawfordsville was 
built for Henry Lane in 1845. Lane was a former state 
representative, United States congressman, governor 
and U.S. senator. The home features most of its original 
furnishings, architecture, paintings, china, glassware and 
other signature touches. Also located on the grounds is 
the Speed Log Cabin, part of the Indiana Underground 
Railroad. It’s open from March through November.  
Tours also can be arranged during the offseason. 
765-362-3416 | lane-mchs.org

The Shrine of Saint Mother 
Theodore Guerin
The shrine in Saint of the Woods is the final resting place 
of Saint Mother Theodore (Saint Theodora), the founder 

of the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods and Indiana’s 
first saint. It’s open to people of all faiths and backgrounds, and there is no 
admission charge. Groups are able to walk the same grounds where Guerin 
overcame personal struggles to establish the Sisters of Providence and an 
academy that is now Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. Indoor, outdoor, 
self-guided and guided tours led by a trained docent are available.
812-535-2945 | spsmw.org

General Lew Wallace  
Study & Museum
U.S. Army Gen. Lew Wallace designed and 
built his personal study in Crawfordsville. Best 
known as the author of Ben-Hur, Wallace 
(1827–1905) was a notable Hoosier, general 
in the Union Army during the Civil War, artist, 
inventor and musician. His artwork, violins, 
inventions and library are on display in the 
study, a National Historic Landmark, along 
with memorabilia from various adaptations of 
Ben-Hur. All tours of the inside of the General’s 
Study building are guided. During open hours, 
visitors can take self-guided tours of the 
grounds and gardens.
765-362-5769  |  ben-hur.com

30

31Rotary Jail Museum
Find out what a rotary jail is at the 
Montgomery County Rotary Jail, the 
first of its kind in the country. It opened 

in 1882 in Crawfordsville and features a round, two-
story cellblock on a turntable rotated by a hand crank. 
The facility served as the county jail until 1973. With 
advance notice, the Rotary Jail can accommodate 
tour groups of up to 70. Tours include the rotary jail 
and sheriff’s home, which house permanent exhibits 
of local artifacts and temporary exhibits, as well as the 
Turnkey Gift Shop.
765-362-5222  |  rotaryjailmuseum.org
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Carroll County Chamber of Commerce 
866-374-6813 

carrollcountychamber.com/tourism

Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette 
800-872-6648 

homeofpurdue.com

32
Featuring the finest and most complete collection of historic 
Indiana art ever assembled, The Haan Mansion Museum of 
Indiana Art in Lafayette includes works by pioneer painters, 
the Hoosier Group, Richmond artists, Brown County artists 
and 1930s and 1940s regionalists (American scene). The 
mansion has three above-ground floors and a full basement, 
totaling 15,000 square feet. Hours vary; contact in advance to 
arrange a group tour.
info@haanmuseum.org  |  haanmuseum.org

Haan Mansion 
Museum of  
Indiana Art

mailto:info@haanmuseum.org
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the region holds the state capital 
of Indianapolis and its lively, 
but walkable, downtown. 

Groups can tour the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway and its Hall of Fame 
Museum, the NCAA Hall of Champions 
and the Indiana State Museum. Don’t 
forget the Indianapolis Zoo’s Simon 
Skjodt International Orangutan Center. 
The Indianapolis Museum of Art offers 
an expansive view of arts and culture 
on its 152-acre campus that includes 
gallery spaces, gardens, historic homes 
and outdoor sculptures.

Travel a few minutes outside of 
Indianapolis and see farm fields and 
tidy small towns from the motorcoach.

Danville in Hendricks County 
serves nostalgia with Mayberry in the 
Midwest, set for May.

Stop by Martinsville Candy Kitchen 
in Morgan County for some sweet treats 
and watch the candymakers at work.

The Carmel Arts & Design District 
in Hamilton County will stimulate a 
group’s senses with its art galleries, 
antique dealers, design showrooms, 
eateries and boutiques. S

CenTRal  
InDIana

In Central Indiana, big-city 
excitement co-exists  

with small-town charm.

mayberry café, danville

White river state Park, 
 indianapolis

pulsEs witH 
ENErgY

CenTRal
InDIana
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Take a Ho-Ho-Holiday 
Tour in Hendricks County
Tracy Whetstone, groups manager 

at visit hendricks county, shared this 
sample itinerary.

This tour, held during the holidays, is 
one of Visit Hendricks County’s most 
popular tours.

Day One
Arrive at a Hendricks County 

lodging facility in the early 
afternoon for a meet and 
greet.

Travel to martinsville 

For the last 90 years, the James 
Whitcomb Riley Museum Home has 

been one of the only true preservations of 
a late Victorian home in the country. Now, 
with the construction of the Billie Lou 
Wood Visitor Center, we can accommodate 
larger group tours than ever before. Call 
today ask about arranging special poetry 
readings for your group, or the myriad of 
shopping and dining destinations located 
within walking distance in the nearby Mass 
Avenue cultural district.
chris mize 
Museum Manager, James Whitcomb Riley 
Museum Home & Visitor Center

go
Danville, Martinsville,  
Mooresville and Plainfield 

eat
Bread Basket Café  
and Bakery
317-718-4800 | breadbasketcafe.com

Mayberry Café
317-745-4067 | mayberrycafe.com

Zydeco’s Cajun Actual
317-834-3900 | zydecos.net

see
Beasley’s Orchard  
& Gardens
317-745-4876 | beasleys-orchard.com

Frazee Gardens
317-858-8440 | frazeegardens.com

Martinsville Candy Kitchen 
765-342-6390

Monrovia Mudworks
317-834-2486 
monroviamudworks.com

ask
Visit Hendricks County
800-321-9666
groups@visitdendrickscounty.com
visithendrickscounty.com

shopping, Frazee gardens,  
danville

candy kitchen, an 
old-fashioned candy 
store, soda shop and ice 
cream parlor. The back 
of the store becomes 
particularly popular 
during the holidays as 
people visit to watch 
the candy cane-making 
process. With copper 

showcase a wide variety of creative 
and original works of art at this juried 
show. Group members can shop for 
one-of-a-kind gifts, home décor and 
seasonal decorations.

Visit Frazee gardens, a group-
friendly attraction that features a year-
round plant and gift shop with annuals, 
perennials and shrubs. Seasonal 
custom workshops are available for 
groups.

Eat lunch at the mayberry café in 
Danville. Step back in time to the 1960s 
with Andy, Barney, Otis and Aunt Bea 
at the nostalgic cafe.

Move down the street to the bread 
basket cafe and bakery for dessert. 

Enjoy a shopping trip in the Civil 
War-era barn at beasley’s orchard & 
gardens. Spiced apple cider, custom 
designed gift boxes and fruit baskets, 
winter produce, jams, jellies and 
holiday baked goods are available. 

Return to accommodations. S

kettles, an original marble slab 
and pulling hook, groups can 
visit any time of year to watch 
authentic candymaking. 

homestead Primitives is a 
mother-daughter shop on the 
square in Martinsville featuring 
antiques, hand-painted gourds 
and rug hooking. This hidden 
gem has become known for 
its one-of-a-kind specialty 
items, gourd presentations 
and painting and rug-hooking 
classes.

mooresville open market 
antiques features a mix of 
antiques, artwork and vintage 
and rare collectibles. 

Eat dinner at Zydeco’s cajun 
actual in Mooresville. 

After dinner, go to monrovia 
mudworks. This pottery studio 
and gallery offers opportunities 
to purchase and make art. 
Local artisans offer classes in 
clay, stained glass, watercolor 
and drawing.

Return to accommodations.

Day Two
Eat breakfast and depart 

accommodations.

Travel to the Plainfield tri 
kappa gingerbread christmas 
show. Master artists and 
crafters from many states 

Zydeco’s cajun actual,  
mooresville
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34 Hendricks County  
Historical Museum
Add more of the historic touch 
after a Danville dine-around or 
anytime by including a tour of the Hendricks County 
Historical Museum inside the former sheriff’s residence 
and county jail. The museum is open March through 
December on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. No 
admission charge but donations are happily accepted. 
317-718-6158  |  hendrickscountyhistoricalmuseum.org

Indiana 
History 
Center

Take a trip back in time with 
Destination Indiana. Choose a 
seat and select touch screen 
controls to explore Hoosier 
history from all 92 counties 
in Indiana. Stories offer more 
than 300 journeys including 
what life was like for African-
Americans, how Indiana fared 
in the Civil War, the advent 
of rail transportation and the 
importance of agriculture. Along 

with “time-travel stations,” Destination Indiana also includes 
an impressive curved 10-foot-by-24-foot screen playing 
select journeys. To find out what it was like “back then,” 
visitors can put themselves in various historic settings.
317- 234-7384, indianahistory.org

James Whitcomb  
Riley Museum  
Home & Visitor  
Center
Located just a block away from Indianapolis’ Cultural Trail 
is a true preservation of the Victorian home of the famed 
Hoosier poet. The home features the same furnishings and 
ornate décor Riley enjoyed during his lifetime. Visitors see 
beautiful ceilings painted by Italian artisans and the desk 
where Riley penned some of his most well-known works, 
such as Little Orphant Annie and The Raggedy Man. 
The Billie Lou Woods Visitor Center, adjacent to the 
museum home, is modeled after the carriage house 
that was previously on the grounds. 
317-808-8565  |  rileymuseumhome.org

Antique Fan  
Museum at  
Fanimation
The museum in Zionsville, 
hosted by fan manufacturer 
Fanimation, displays about 
1,000 antique fans — large 
and small and powered by 
alcohol, water, steam, batteries, 
electricity or by hand. The 
oldest electric fan dates to 
the early 1890s. Guided group 
tours can be arranged in 
advance.
317-733-4113  
fanimation.com/museum 

36
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Indiana State 
Museum
Located in White River 
State Park in downtown 
Indianapolis, the Indiana 
State Museum presents 
Indiana’s secrets. Galleries 
tell the story of the Hoosier 
state. On view from March 
10 to May 29, 2017 will be 
“Nature Unleashed,” an 
exhibition about natural 
disasters and the resilience 
and creativity of the 
people who survive and 
study them.
317-232-1637
indianamuseum.org
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Indianapolis 
Museum of Art
Creativity can be seen 

everywhere at the Indianapolis Museum of Art. 
The museum covers 152 acres and is among 
the 10 largest and 10 oldest encyclopedic art 
museums in the United States. The grounds 
include the Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature 
Park, which is one of the largest contemporary 
art parks in the United States, and Oldfields–Lilly 
House & Gardens. 
317-920-2679  |  imamuseum.org

Beasley’s Orchard
Travel to Beasley’s Orchard, an Indiana Foodways Alliance 
member on the Homegrown Trail. Shop at its local market inside 
a Civil War-era barn. Special features of the orchard near Danville 
include the Heartland Apple Festival held the first two weekends 
in October and a U-pick pumpkin patch, accessible by hayrides 
every weekend in October.
317-745-4876  |  beasleys-orchard.com
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Visit Hendricks County 
317-718-8750 

visithendrickscounty.com

41

42

Royal Theater
After a progressive dinner in Danville, add a visit to the historic Royal 
Theater on the Square for a movie. Check out the website for special 
retro films, both evening and matinee showings. Royal Theater has been 
entertaining locals since 1914.
317-745-1499  |  royaltheaterdanville.info

Confection Delights
Add a Rural Routes 
to Main Street 
Cultural Trail 
component by 
visiting Confection 
Delights, an Indiana 
Foodways Alliance Sweet Temptations 
member, for a delightful treat. Ask 
Confection Delights about a chocolate 
tasting party for a group.
317-718-7060
confectiondelightsindy.com

Gallery on the Square
Stop by Gallery on the Square for a hands-on arts and 
culture experience. The Hendricks County Arts Council 
hosts a variety of special events and programs. The 
second Saturday of each month features an artist 
demonstrating and selling his or her work.
317-386-3111  |  hendrickscountyarts.org

40
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take an architecture tour in Columbus. Explore more than 60 
modern structures, including the Miller House and Garden, 
one of the most important examples of mid-20th-century 

modern residential architecture in the United States.

Dearborn County offers a diverse mix of architectural styles. 
Check out the homes and take one or more of the creative and 
experiential tours offered by the Southeast Indiana/Dearborn County 
Convention, Visitor & Tourism Bureau.

Walk through Sample Gates on the beautiful campus of Indiana 
University in Bloomington and visit the Lilly Library. Just north of 
town, relax on the beautiful grounds of Oliver Winery and taste the 
fine wines.

Vincennes, known as Indiana’s first city, is the home of the Red 
Skelton Museum of American Comedy. The interactive museum 
celebrates the famed comedian’s life and achievements. S

HAs it All

sOUTh CenTRal  
InDIana World-class architecture, 

a classic college town and 
Indiana’s largest winery 
are among the building 

blocks for group tours in 
South Central Indiana.

Tree-lined Road, Nashville

greystone Family Farm 
market, lawrenceburg

sOUTh CenTRal 
InDIana
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a flour mill, the mill now provides wild 
bird and animal feed and supplies. Tour 
the mill and take home a packet of wild 
birdseed blended on-site.

Engage all the senses at greystone 
Family Farm market in Lawrenceburg. 

Enjoy fresh-made 
lemonade and cookies served 
on quilt-covered tables while 
learning about bees and 
honey from a local master 
beekeeper. Enjoy a honey 
tasting and learn about the 
family residence, a former 
one-room log cabin school 
and outbuildings.

Skip the jack-o-lantern carving 
and have fun at the Framery in 
Lawrenceburg by painting a pumpkin 
for fall decoration instead. Group 
members can let their personalities 
shine with a funny face or get creative 
with a stylized design.

Nothing says fall like a trip to the 
orchard. Visit beiersdorfer orchard in 

Encounter Fall Mums, Farms and 
Markets in Dearborn County
Take a step off the beaten 

path and visit family run farms 
and markets on a day trip in 
the rolling hills of southeast 
Indiana. 

Sally McWilliams, group 
sales manager at dearborn 
county convention, visitor & 
tourism bureau provided this 
itinerary.

Stop at mccabe’s 
greenhouse & Floral in 
Lawrenceburg for a tour of 
the greenhouse and growing areas 
with the owner. Enjoy sampling freshly 
made fudge and shop for gifts and 
accessories in the Home & Garden 
Shop. Seasonal floral demonstrations 
(with take-home door prizes) and 
hands-on floral projects like 
sunflower or mini-pumpkin 
arrangements also are 
available.

Outside the town of 
Aurora, visit mt. tabor 
alpaca Farm, a popular 
agritourism spot home to 
a large herd of alpacas, 
the gentle animals prized 
for their super-soft fiber. 
Enjoy a special behind-

the-scenes tour of the farm with the 
owner, feed carrots to the alpacas and 
learn more about these magnificent 
animals. Shop for alpaca fiber yarn, 
gloves, scarves, socks and stuffed toys.

Visit the working feed mill of aurora 
Farm & garden within Aurora’s historic 
downtown. Started in the late 1800s as 

go
Aurora, Guilford  
and Lawrenceburg

see
Aurora Farm  
& Garden
812-926-1750

Beiersdorfer  
Orchard
812-487-2695
beiersdorferorchard.com

Greystone Family  
Farm Market
812-926-2132

McCabe’s  
Greenhouse & Floral
812-537-4525
mccabesflowers.com

Mt. Tabor  
Alpaca Farm
513-200-4166

The Framery
812-537-4319 
frameryinc.com

ask
Southeast Indiana/ 
Dearborn County  
Convention, Visitor  
& Tourism Bureau
812-265-6999 
toursoutheastindiana.com

mt. tabor alpaca Farm, aurora

Painted pumpkins, the Framery,  
lawrenceburg

Tree-lined Road, Nashville

sunflower project, mccabe’s greenhouse 
& Floral, lawrenceburg

Guilford and explore the market store’s 
selection of jams, butters, mixes and 
fresh fruit. Learn how this commercial 
orchard makes cider, enjoy a cider 
sample and take home a 3-pound bag 
of fresh-picked apples. Don’t miss a 
photo opportunity at the 1879 guilford 
covered bridge as the group heads for 
home. S

aurora Farm  
& garden, aurora
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43 Columbus Architecture Tour
A guided bus tour shows groups many notable 
buildings and public art installations created by the 
likes of Eero Saarinen, Harry Weese, Kevin Roche, I.M. 

Pei, Henry Moore and Dale Chihuly. Discover how a city of 45,000 became 
home to world-class architecture and public art. And find out why the 
American Institute of Architects ranked Columbus sixth in the nation for 
innovation and design.
800-468-6564  |  columbus.in.us

Mt. Tabor  
Alpaca Farm
Located in Aurora, Mt. 
Tabor Alpaca Farm raises 

Suris, a rare breed of alpacas. Groups 
can tour the property, feed snacks to 
the long locked and curly haired animals 
and shop for highly prized Suri fiber, 
knitted accessories and stuffed toys.
513-200-4166

47

46

Hillforest
Accompany a costumed 
guide on a tour of 
Hillforest, a National 

Historic Landmark in Aurora. The 1855 
Italianate-style mansion’s steamboat-
esque architecture is a throwback to the 
mid-19th century when sternwheelers 
plied the Ohio River. The home was 
built for Thomas Gaff, a prominent 
industrialist and civic leader who launched 
33 businesses with his brother, James. 
Groups can gather in the double parlors 
for a “Linens & Luxury” luncheon or a 
three-course tea with finger sandwiches, 
scones and sweets. Consider pairing 
Hillforest with Veraestau Historic Site as a 
progressive dinner.
812-926-0087  |  hillforest.org

Indiana University Bloomington -  
The Lilly Library
This internationally known rare book library contains more than 
400,000 books and rotating exhibits. A Gutenberg Bible (printed 
before 1456) and John James Audubon’s Birds of America prints are 

on permanent display. The Lilly welcomes large or small 
groups and is happy to pull books and items for a private 
show-and-tell in the Puzzle Room.
812-855-2452  |  indiana.edu/~liblilly

Located in one of the world’s largest college unions, Tudor 
Room in Bloomington is the epitome of collegiate elegance. 
Enjoy a daily luncheon buffet featuring soups, breads, 
salads, hot entreés and a large selection of desserts.
812-855-9866  |  imu.indiana.edu

Tudor Room - Indiana  
University Memorial Union
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Haw 
Creek  
Heritage 
Center

The Bartholomew County 
Historical Society’s Haw Creek 
Heritage Center in Columbus 
welcomes groups. A wide variety 
of workshops, classes and 
programs bring groups together 
to learn traditional trades and 
arts and crafts. With reservations, 
a day can be customized with 
activities tailored for a group’s 
needs. Interactive and educational 
programs are offered on a variety 
of subjects including historic 
cooking, pottery, Indiana history, 
holiday traditions and fashion. 
The center’s goal is to keep folk 
arts and heritage skills alive for 
future generations. The historical 
society’s collection of artifacts 
and memorabilia is displayed 
throughout the building.
812-372-3541
bartholomewhistory.org

Tibetan Mongolian  
Buddhist Cultural Center

The cultural center, located on 
90 acres in Bloomington, offers 
a setting for meditation and 
reflection. It provides a place for 

workshops, teachings, seminars, initiations, 
retreats and ceremonies relating to Tibetan 
and Mongolian cultures. Highlights include 
the Tibetan Chortens, Kumbum Chamtse Ling 
Temple, butter sculptures and a permanent sand 
mandala. It’s open to the public year-round. 
Guided tours of the buildings and grounds are 
available for groups.
800-603-6035  |  tmbcc.org

Belterra Casino and Hotel
Located about a half hour from Madison in Switzerland 
County, Belterra Casino and Hotel offers 38,000 square 
feet of casino space on the Miss Belterra riverboat. The 
property includes 608 guestrooms and suites, seven 
food venues, a shopping pavilion and a full-service spa 
and salon. In addition, groups can enjoy a show in the 
1,500-seat entertainment showroom; play an 18-hole Tom 
Fazio-designed golf course; and explore more than 50,000 
square feet of meeting and conference space.
812-427-7777  |  belterracasino.com
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Oliver Winery  
& Vineyards
Oliver Winery & Vineyards in Bloomington 
is Indiana’s oldest and largest winery. Enjoy 
estate-bottled wines from its 54-acre 
Creekbend Vineyard, as well as varieties 

like Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Grigio and Riesling. Take a 
production tour, shop for gourmet food items and gifts or 
arrange for a picnic on the patio. Check the website calendar 
for live music and special events.
800-258-2783  |  oliverwinery.com

Galena  
Garlic  
Company
Learn how to cook like the pros 
using balsamic vinegars, extra 
virgin oils, seasonings, rubs and a 
variety of spice blends. The hosts 
at Galena Garlic Company in 
Madison tantalize taste buds with 
dishes that visitors can easily 
re-create at home. Learn the 
secrets of using flavor-enhancing 
ingredients. This option is best for 
groups of 15 or less.
812-274-2849  
galenagarlic.com

Veraestau Historic Site
Groups experience a “beyond-the-velvet-
ropes” tour at Veraestau Historic Site. The 
early 19th-century country estate in Aurora 
is known for its breathtaking Ohio River 

valley view. The site is a testament to the quality of historic 
preservation practiced by generations of Indiana families. 
After an introduction to the home and its history, schedule 
time for a dessert buffet and coffee. The ambience and the 
grounds are a refreshing way to start a morning.
812-926-0983  |  indianalandmarks.org

McCabe’s Greenhouse  
& Floral
This family-owned and operated greenhouse 
in Lawrenceburg offers hands-on activities 
and demonstrations for groups. Activities vary 
by season. In the fall, the mum-decorating 
demonstration presents two decorated mums 
as prizes. During the holidays, groups can 
create a traditional door swag, wreath of 
fresh greens or make an arrangement basket. 
Other options include sunflower and Japanese 
Kokedama arrangements.
812-537-4525  |  mccabesflowers.com

Zaharakos
This fully restored ice cream parlor dates 
to 1900. But Zaharakos offers more 
than sweet creamy treats. Along with a 
full lunch and dinner menu, groups can 
enjoy the adjacent museum and the 
owner’s collection of self-playing musical 
contraptions and antique soda fountains.
812-378-1900  |  zaharakos.com

Hollywood Casino  
Lawrenceburg
This dockside riverboat casino in 
Lawrenceburg offers a 19-table 
poker room that’s open 24/7, more than 2,200 slots 
and 71 table game tables. Its entertainment schedule 
features the hottest bands from the tri-state area, as 
well as nationally famous musical acts. Dining options 
include a steakhouse, buffet, cigar bar, beer bar and 
sandwich shop.
888-274-6797  |  hollywoodindiana.com
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Columbus Area Visitors Center 
812-378-2622  |  columbus.in.us

Dearborn County Convention  
Visitor & Tourism Bureau  

800-322-8198 
toursoutheastindiana.com

Visit Madison 
812-265 2956  |  visitmadison.org

Rockin’ Thunder  
Jet Boat Rides, LLC
Rockin’ Thunder Jet Boat Rides offers a dinner river 
cruise from Madison to an 1800s plantation on the 
Kentucky River. Groups enjoy a seven-hour scenic 
cruise of about 90 miles round trip. The Rockin’ Wild 

Ride, for the more adventuresome, includes 
spins, slides and fishtails that may leave visitors 
drenched by the end of the 15-mile ride.
812-701-1155  |  rockinthunder.com

Explore the life, laughter 
and legacy of comedian 
and entertainer Red Skelton at the 
interactive museum in Vincennes, 
Skelton’s hometown. Reservations 
are preferred for all group tours, 
and a one-week notice is required 
to receive the group discount. Tours 
are about 60 minutes and available 
Tuesday-Saturday.  
812-888-4184   
redskeltonmuseum.org

57 59
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Tri-State  
Artisans
Part gallery, part gift shop 
and part studio space, Tri-
State Artisans in Batesville 
is the place where art and 
crafts meet. Groups can 
schedule a variety of fun 

and interactive classes. And the best 
part is, no artistic talent or experience 
is necessary. As long as operators bring 
a group and a sense of humor, staff 
will provide everything else, including 
all painting supplies (smocks, brushes, 
easels and canvases).
812-528-5748  |  tsartisans.com

Red Skelton Museum  
of American  
Comedy



1-11 FOOD & WINE

Mention Hoosier cooking and mouths start watering. Indiana 
has a huge smorgasbord of good cooks spread across the 
land like smooth butter on a warm biscuit.

A big surprise to some folks is that Indiana also has a long 
history of winemaking. The nation’s first commercial winery 
was established in the Indiana town of Vevay. More than two 
centuries ago, Swiss immigrants settled in the area and started a 
successful grape growing industry. To savor some award-winning 
wines, head out on the Indiana Wine Trail, which is mostly rural, 
winding through small towns with lovely natural scenery.

InDIana
sip & sAvor

Food ANd 
wiNE trAils

Blast from 
the Past
A visit to the Maryberry 
Café is a must when 
visiting Danville.

fOOD & wIne
InDIana
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With three wineries, Madison is a great place to start the trail. Each 
presents a list of estate wines in a singular setting. 

Madison Vineyards is an estate winery with an on-site bed and 
breakfast. Madison’s oldest winery, Lanthier Winery, is surrounded by 
French country gardens and has a loft art gallery. A short jaunt from 
the Ohio River, Thomas Family Winery is located in an 1850s stable and 
carriage house.

For a double treat, combine a wine tour with a food demonstration by 
Galena Garlic. The Madison shop offers special blends used by gourmet 
chefs and culinary novices alike. 

For help in arranging group meals, Indiana Foodways is a valuable 
asset with its list of restaurants catering to groups. Dedicated to the 
celebration of authentic Hoosier food, Indiana Foodways embraces a wide 
range of dining options. 

Recommended by Indiana Foodways, Mayberry Café in Danville is a 
blast from the past. Created by an owner who loved The Andy Griffith 
Show, Mayberry Café plays reruns of the TV adventures of Andy, Barney, 
Opie and Gomer all day long while stirring up downhome cooking that 
Aunt Bee would be proud to serve. S

Something 
for Everyone
Enjoy a hayride at 
Madison Vineyards.

Mmmm, 
Pie!
Take home one of 
Indiana’s delicious 
homemade pies from 
Bread Basket Café and 
Bakery, Danville.

2017 Group Tour Guide 41



1-11 sHOppINg

hOOsIeR 
GOODIes

tAKE HoME
Thanks to Hoosier hospitality, 
it is a pleasure to venture into 

shopping venues from one end 
of Indiana to the other. Not only 
are groups welcomed, they will 
be served with a smile. Look for 
treasures made only in Indiana. 

Here are a few suggestions picked 
from each region of the state.  

Friendship Glass Balls
West Indiana
Beautiful on a Christmas tree, as a window 
decoration with sunlight streaming through 
them, clustered in a basket or displayed on 
a stand, one-of-a-kind Friendship Balls are 
created by artists at inspired Fire glass 
studio & gallery in Lafayette. Buy one for 
yourself as well as for friends.

shOPPInG
InDIana
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Marshmallows
South Central Indiana With dozens of 
unique marshmallow flavors like Birthday 
Cake and Bourbon Brown Sugar, the team of 
Alexa Lemley and Samantha Aulick handcraft 
artisan treats at 240sweet in Columbus. They 
create marshmallows in small batches with 
local, all-natural and organic ingredients.

Pretzels
South Indiana Famous tell city Pretzels 
were created in 1858 by master Swiss baker 
Casper Gloor who settled in Tell City. His 
secret recipe has been passed along and 
the pretzels are still baked with the old-
fashioned formula. It is said that babies 
used to cut their teeth on the hard goodies. 

Vera Bradley
East Indiana While waiting for a flight in Atlanta, 
two Indiana women had a brainstorm that changed 
their lives and the way women travel. Noting that 
women’s luggage was big, bulky and masculine 
looking, Patricia Miller and Barbara Baekgaard 
decided to do something about that. The vera 
bradley business was born in 1982. The Hoosier 
headquarters in Fort Wayne draws shoppers of all 
ages for the vibrant mixed-print bags. 

Hoosier Momma  
Bloody Mary Mix
Central Indiana Take home some spice 
created in 2010 by three Brownsburg women 
when an event planner wanted something 
different to put in Super Bowl gift baskets. With 
its retro packaging that looks like 1940s milk 
delivery containers, the all-natural mix notes that 
“Momma says, ‘Drink your veggies.’”

Amish Dolls
North Indiana The only Amish farm 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, amish acres opened to the public 

in 1970 so visitors can experience 
Amish life as it was and is still 

lived by the Amish surrounding 
Nappanee. The Greeting Barn has 

two levels of handmade Amish 
products, including popular Amish 

dolls in traditional dress.
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the score is tied, 30-30. Seconds remain. Bobby Plump 
crouches, pumps, his right arm thrusts. The ball arcs 
through the air amid a roar of screaming and crying fans. 

He scores.

And tiny Milan High School, one of Indiana’s smallest, 
makes history as the 1954 Indiana state basketball champions 
by defeating the powerhouse defending Muncie. More than half 
a century later, that ultimate David versus Goliath story — 
inspiring the movie Hoosiers — is still the heartbeat of Hoosier 
hysteria.

In Indiana, sports are much more than a tradition — they 
are a passion. From the NFL Colts to the NBA Pacers and other 
teams in between, professional sports teams are followed by 
loyal fans, as are college and high school athletics. 

Along with spectator sports, Indiana offers a wealth of 
sports and recreation outlets for athletes of all ages and skill 

In InDIana

sports &
rECrEAtioN rulE

Sports History
Check out Bobby Plump’s letterman 
jacket at the indiana state museum  
in Indianapolis.

Bikes, trikes, 
paddleboats, 
kayaks, pedal 

karts and Segways 
can be rented in 

White river State 
park in downtown 

indianapolis. 

sPORTs & ReC
InDIana
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levels. Visit any state region and find a full slate of activities. In Miami 
County’s famed circus town of Peru, for example, choices include a 
skateboard park, bike trails, river walkway, canoeing, golf, disc golf, 
tennis, hiking, swimming and boating. With its motto of “Where the Fun 
Begins,” Miami County welcomes visitors to enjoy such unusual choices 
as sitting in the cockpit of a historical aircraft or riding an elephant. 

Indiana is blessed with many hiking and biking trails, including the 
beautiful Nickel Plate Trail that runs more than 40 miles from Kokomo in 
Howard County to Rochester in Fulton County. Once a railroad corridor, 
the trails is comfortably wide, smooth and mostly flat with a good 
mixture of sun and shade, woodlands and wetlands.

The nation’s only urban state park, White River State Park in 
downtown Indianapolis draws a cross-demographic of people wanting 
to work out, a lot or a little. For a chance to try and learn about many 
sports in one place, visit the NCAA Hall of Champions in Indy’s White 
River State Park. Each of the 24 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
sports has its own display with artifacts, videos and interactive sports 
simulators. Try to make a basket in the 1930s retro gym, balance on a 
ski simulator, throw a pitch and kick a soccer ball to see what it takes to 
make a champ — or to just have fun. S

Take in a Game
Home of the Indianapolis Indians, 
Victory Field in downtown 
Indianapolis was recognized as 
the “Best Minor League Ballpark 
in America” by Sports Illustrated.

Cool Down
Splashin’ Safari at holiday 
World in Santa Claus is a 
popular water attraction.

Fore!
The Pete dye course 
at French Lick Resort 
is located atop one 
of Indiana’s highest 
elevations.
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memORable
evenInGs

tHEAtErs sEt  
tHE stAgE For

lights dim. Curtains open. And an audience is transported to a 
different time, different place. In Indiana, there is a surprising 
number of live theaters producing everything 

from edge-of-your-seat dramas to breezy 
musical fare.

For a delicious dinner as well as 
live stage entertainment, Derby Dinner 
Playhouse in Clarksville has been drawing 
rave reviews since it opened in 1974. 
Featuring classic American cuisine, Derby 
is noted for Broadway musicals and 
lighthearted comedies.

In Munster, the Theatre at the Center is 
only 35 minutes from downtown Chicago 
with easy access to the interstate and free 
parking. Opened in 1990, the 480-seat theatre 

TheaTeR
InDIana

42nd street, theatre at 
the center, munster

nice Work

Southern Crossroads, Derby 
Dinner Playhouse, Clarksville

A Christmas Carol, Theatre at 
the Center, Munster
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We make it so easy for groups to 
enjoy dinner and a professional 

live show in one amazing place — 
here at Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre! 
With easy access from I-465, plenty 
of free parking and personal service 
that takes care of every detail, we’ve 
become a favorite stop for groups 
who visit the Indianapolis area.
Patricia rettig 
Director of marketing and media relations, 
Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre

features a three-fourths round seating configuration with spacious comfy 
seats circling the stage. The theater also offers lunch and dinner packages.

Opened in 1973, Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre in Indianapolis was 
once part of a chain of dinner theaters. Now it is the only one left. The 
Beef & Boards theater has 450 seats in tiered levels around the stage 

with a loft adjacent to the 
stage for a live band. Free 
parking is large enough for 
tour buses. Prepared by an 
in-house chef, the buffet 
features that famed roast 
beef along with other entreés, 
salads, scrumptious desserts 
and a full-service bar.

In Fort Wayne, patrons 
can enjoy entertainment 

in an opulent historic theater. The 2,471-seat Embassy Theatre was 
built in 1928 as a movie palace. Faced with the wrecking ball in 1972, 

Live Entertainment
Take in one of the many stage shows 
offered throughout Indiana.

the magnificent theater was 
saved by dedicated volunteers 
and placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
It was reopened in 1975 as a 
performing arts center. Today it 
is the home of the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Orchestra and is 
used for concerts, Broadway 
shows, symphonies, family 
productions and other events. 
Beautiful touches include a red 
sequined velour curtain for the 
almost 45-by-54-foot stage and 
a restored 1,100-pipe Grande 
Page theater organ, nickamed 
“Miss Page.” S

Copacabana, Derby Dinner Playhouse, 
Clarksville 

West Side Story, Beef & Boards Dinner 
Theatre, Indianapolis

Philharmonic orchestra, Fort Wayne
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like many treasures, this part of Indiana 
has its share of “buried” assets. Most 
notably are the intriguing underground 

formations at Indiana Caverns, Marengo Cave 
and Squire Boone Caverns.

Check out one of the oldest and largest 
naturally exposed Devonian fossil beds at Falls 
of the Ohio State Park, Clarksville.

Clark and Floyd counties presents 
candymaking at Schimpff’s Confectionery, a 
125-year-old candy store in Jeffersonville, 
and the magic of the theater at Derby Dinner 
Playhouse in Clarksville.

Groups can come together at Abbey Road on 
the River, May 25–29, 2017, in Jeffersonville, for 
a festival that celebrates The Beatles.

sOUTh InDIana 
Holds toNs 
oF trEAsurEs

South Indiana is full of 
natural and man-made 
attractions to spice up 
group tour itineraries.

sOUTh
InDIana

Taste South Indiana’s bounty at Huber’s 
Orchard, Winery & Vineyards in Borden, and 
at Joe Huber’s Family Farm & Restaurant 
in Starlight. New Albany is home to hip 
restaurants.

Step aboard a World War II LST (Landing 
Ship, Tank) at the USS LST Ship Memorial in 
Evansville. 

Tour Monastery Immaculate Conception in 
Dubois County, see old-school technology at the 
Jasper City Mill and take a ride on the Spirit of 
Jasper Train.

The town of Santa Claus in Spencer County 
celebrates the boyhood home of Abraham 
Lincoln and holiday-themed attractions, 
including Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari. S

Wilbur Wright Birthplace, Milltown
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Find Wine, Vines, Wheels and 
Deals in Harrison County
Traveling along Interstate 64?  

Don’t miss unforgettable fun in the 
rolling hills of Indiana’s hometown, 
historic Corydon and Harrison County.

Stacy Pirtle with the harrison county 
convention & visitors bureau supplied 
this three-day group itinerary.

Day One
5:15–6:00 p.m. - Enjoy a wine tasting 

at indian creek Winery, a small farm 
winery. Taste a variety of wines in the 
tasting room or outside on the patio 
while enjoying the countryside.

6:15–10:00 p.m. - It’s time for 
food, fun and entertainment at 
derby dinner Playhouse, which 
offers a buffet-style dinner and 
professional Broadway-style 
productions.

Day Two
9:15–10:15 a.m. - A fascinating 

history lesson is in order with a 
guided tour of indiana’s First 
state capitol and governor hendricks 
headquarters. The corydon capitol 
state historic site commemorates the 
history of Indiana’s First State Capitol 
and the development of Indiana from 
the territorial period through statehood. 

10:15–11:15 a.m. - Shop for antiques, 
crafts and collectibles, take a walking 
tour or visit the old-fashioned soda 
fountain in downtown Corydon’s 
shopping district. Quaint storefronts 
surrounding Indiana’s First State Capitol 
make the downtown shopping district a 

step back in time.

11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. - Watch a 
demonstration of hand-blown art glass 
at Zimmerman art glass Factory. 
Zimmerman’s makes 110 different 
pieces such as paperweights, fruit and 
holiday ornaments.

12:30–1:45 p.m. - Eat lunch at scout 
mountain Winery, while learning how 
easy it is to cook with wine and herbs.

2–3:00 p.m. - A step-on guide 

will lead a tour of historic Corydon, 
including the site of the only Civil War 
battle fought on Indiana soil.

3–4:30 p.m. - Take a break at the 
hotel.

5–6:00 p.m. - Participate in wine 
tasting and a guided tour of the 
vineyard at best vineyards, a small 
farm winery in southeast Harrison 
County.

6:15–10:15 p.m. - Enjoy dinner 
and gaming at horseshoe southern 

go
Corydon and Harrison 
County

see
Culbertson Mansion  
State Historic Site
812-944-9600
indianamuseum.org

Corydon Capitol State 
Historic Site
812-738-4890
indianamuseum.org

sip
Best Vineyards
812-969-9463

Indian Creek Winery
502-396-6209
indiancreekwinery.org

Scout Mountain  
Winery
812-738-7196
scoutmountainwinery.com

Turtle Run Winery
812-952-2650
turtlerunwinery.com

ask
Harrison County  
Convention and  
Visitors Bureau
888-738-2137
thisisindiana.org

Historic Corydon and Harrison 
County welcomes groups big and 

small. In Indiana’s hometown you will 
never meet a stranger and we’re just a 

hello away from being 
great friends.

stacy Pirtle, ctis
Director of Sales & Visitor 
Services, Harrison County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Wine tasting,  
harrison county

corydon capitol state historic site, 
corydon

indiana hotel and casino. 

Day Three
9–10:00 a.m. - Taste the 

best of the vine with a guided 
vineyard tour and wine tasting 
at turtle run Winery. 

10–11:00 a.m. - Enjoy 
beautiful architecture on a tour 
at culbertson mansion state 
historic site in New Albany. 
The Victorian mansion’s most 
outstanding feature is its 
beautiful hand-painted ceiling 
murals. S

Wilbur Wright Birthplace, Milltown
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sOUTh
InDIana

Deere Farms
Located just outside of Corydon in 
Lanesville, Deere Farms adds new fun 
to its already long list of fall shopping 
and tour experiences. The adventurous 
can fly past the farm’s vistas on a zip 
line, jump on a bungee trampoline, 
hunt for treasure at the gem mine and 
chow down on the selections from an 
expanded concessions menu. Plenty 
of motorcoach parking and authentic 
autumnal offerings make Deere Farms 
a favorite group destination.
812-952-1629  |  deerefarms.com

Lincoln’s Indiana 
Boyhood Home
Spencer County attractions salute the 
16th president of the United States, 
Abraham Lincoln. Explore Lincoln 
State Park, Lincoln Boyhood National 
Memorial and other sites that honor 
Lincoln’s 14 childhood years in Indiana. 
888-444-9252 |  indianasabelincoln.org 

Monastery  
Immaculate  
Conception
Restored in 2005, the 
Monastery Immaculate 

Conception Romanesque Church, Ferdinand, 
was built between 1915 and 1924. The Sisters of 
St. Benedict guide tours through the church, 
which is famous for its host of angels. The gift 

shop sells Simply 
Divine Bakery cookies 
made by the sisters.  
812-367-1411
thedome.org

History buffs will admire Corydon 
Capitol, the site that commemorates 
Indiana’s first state capital and follows 
the development of Indiana from a 
territory to a state. The Federal-style 
square building was constructed 
between 1814 and 1816 in the heart of 
downtown Corydon. Special rates are 
available for groups of 10 or more.
812-793-4890  |  indianamuseum.org

Corydon Capitol 
State Historic Site
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Harrison County  
Convention & Visitors Bureau 

812-738-2138  |  thisisindiana.org

Scott County Visitors Commission 
812-752-9211  |  greatscottindiana.com

Southern Indiana, Clark-Floyd  
Counties Convention - Tourism Bureau 

812-282-6654  |  gosoin.com/

Vincennes/Knox County  
Visitors and Tourism Bureau 

812-886-0400  |  vincennescvb.org

Visit French Lick West Baden 
812-936-3418  

visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com
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Ross Country Jamboree
Live music and merriment at the Ross Country 
Jamboree hints of the Grand Ole Opry, but in a 
renovated 1947 movie theater in Scottsburg. Live 
country music performances kick off at 7 p.m. 
Stop for a hot dog at the concession stand before 
being seated. Seating is by reservations only. 
812-752-8877  |  rosscountryjamboree.com

Dubois County Museum
With 47,000 square feet of exhibits, the 
museum in Jasper is the largest county 
museum in the state and has a new Wildlife 
Adventure room, community murals and a 
re-creation of a typical Main Street in Dubois 
County in 1900. Guided tours are available.
812-634-7733  |  duboiscountymuseum.org
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